An update on benznidazole for the treatment of patients with Chagas disease.
Chagas disease is a vector-borne, systemic and chronic parasitic infection caused by Trypanosoma cruzi with approximately 8 million cases worldwide. The treatment for acute phase of Chagas disease consists of benznidazole and nifurtimox, although this treatment combination falls short in terms of efficacy against chronic phases of infection. This review provides an update on benznidazole progress and approval by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in 2017 for the treatment of Chagas disease along with its lacunae.